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would be extended to the Indian frontier. Lord
Dufferin acted with the greatest promptitude. King
Theebaw was informed that he must at once receive
a British Resident at Mandalay and that in future he
must, in so far as the conduct of his foreign policy
was concerned, accept the advice of the Government
of India. A force of 10,000 men was at the same time
concentrated at Rangoon. King Theebaw replied to
this intimation by refusing to receive a British Resident
and by issuing a most offensive proclamation. The
news of this defiance reached the Viceroy on the very
day that he was packing up to leave Simla for the
plains. Lady Dufferin (who in general excluded
politics from her diary) has the following entry for
Tuesday, 2oth October, 1885 :

* We breakfasted at eight o'clock. At a quarter past
the Viceroy signed the declaration of war with Burmah.'

The army at Rangoon had been admirably organised
and equipped. The Burmese fled before its advance.
* They cannot/ Lady Dufferin commented, ' stand
fixed bayonets for a second/ Within ten days General
Prendergast had reached Mandalay and King Thee-
baw was taken prisoner. The whole of Burmah,
c twice the size of France \ had been conquered within
less than a fortnight. It remained to decide what to
do with this large and sudden acquisition. Lord
Dufferin annexed it.

He had sound reasons for this decision:

' As to the relative advantages,' he wrote, ' of placing
a protected Prince upon the throne, or of annexation
pure and simple, I have no hesitation in saying that the
latter is the best course. It is quite enough to be worried